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Re: Concerns regarding the regulatory framework for genetically modified animals and 
new genomic techniques 

 

Dear Commissioner Várhelyi, 
Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

Recent developments concerning the regulatory treatment of new genomic techniques (NGTs) in 
plants have prompted discussions about whether similar approaches could be applied to animals 
developed through genetic engineering. In light of reports that future EU initiatives concerning 
genetically modified animals may be under consideration, we wish to express a number of 
concerns. 

Current research and development efforts involving genetically engineered farmed animals are 
largely focused on traits linked to productivity and production efficiency, including faster growth, 
increased muscle mass, higher yields, reproductive performance and adaptation to intensive 
farming systems. These developments should be viewed against the backdrop of longstanding 
animal welfare challenges associated with breeding for high production traits, which have 
contributed to serious health and welfare problems across multiple farmed species. 

We are concerned that genetic engineering may further entrench these trends rather than encourage 
the transition towards more sustainable and welfare-friendly farming systems. Likewise, 
applications presented as improving disease resistance or enabling animals to better cope with 
intensive production conditions should not distract from the importance of addressing underlying 
husbandry, management and environmental factors that affect animal health and welfare and, 
consequently, human health. 

The development of genetically engineered animals also raises important ethical and scientific 
questions. Techniques used in their production may involve invasive procedures, including embryo 
manipulation and cloning, while scientific studies continue to identify unintended genetic 
alterations and other uncertainties associated with gene-editing technologies. Given that such 
modifications are heritable and may spread rapidly through breeding populations, robust oversight 
remains essential. 



At a time when European citizens are calling for higher animal welfare standards, greater 
sustainability and increased transparency in food production, any reconsideration of the regulatory 
framework governing genetically modified animals must be approached with caution and in full 
accordance with the EU precautionary principle. 

We therefore call on the Commission to maintain a robust regulatory framework for genetically 
modified animals, including comprehensive risk assessment, traceability and transparency 
requirements. Any future initiative concerning NGT animals should fully take into account animal 
welfare, ethical considerations, scientific uncertainties and the broader implications for European 
agriculture and food systems. 
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