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Brussels, 08/06/2026 

Re: Ensuring Animal Welfare is Central to the EU Livestock Strategy 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 
Dear Commissioner Várhelyi, 

On behalf of the European Parliament Intergroup on the Welfare and Conservation of Animals, we 
are writing regarding the forthcoming EU Livestock Strategy to call on you to ensure this document 
reflects an ambitious vision for animal welfare in the EU. 

As noted in the Commission’s “Vision for Agriculture and Food”, high animal welfare standards are 
part of a resilient, competitive and sustainable livestock system. The Livestock Strategy, as a forward-
looking initiative for the sector towards 2040, should therefore set out a clear long-term pathway for 
the progressive development of higher animal welfare standards across the Union. This is essential 
to ensure predictability for farmers, investors and the wider value chain, where investment cycles 
require regulatory certainty. 

By 2040, we need to see the full modernisation of the EU animal welfare acquis: it should be based 
on the latest scientific evidence and should align with EU citizens’ strong expectations. The strategy 
needs to set a clear timeline on how the Commission will implement its commitment to ban all cages, 
and ambitious targets to improve the welfare of the millions of meat chickens farmed in the EU. It 
should also not leave behind species we farm that are currently unprotected, such as dairy cows. 

To achieve this objective, it is essential that the strategy envisages appropriate financing mechanisms 
to support the transition, as well as the introduction of animal welfare-based import requirements. 
This is crucial to avoid EU consumption fostering practices elsewhere in the world, while citizens 
reject them in Europe, and to ensure fairness for EU producers. Developing better tools to inform 
consumers, such as an EU mandatory animal welfare label, is also important to improve the uptake 
of the end product and to transmit value through the supply chain. 



 

 

Animal welfare should not be a standalone commitment; it should be mainstreamed throughout the 
strategy and be considered when elaborating animal health plans or when reflecting on territoriality. 
Even more, it should be a central pillar of financing mechanisms. 

We therefore encourage the Commission to ensure that the Livestock Strategy combines immediate 
actions with a clearly defined long-term pathway towards higher animal welfare standards, including 
milestones and indicators to track progress towards 2040. 

We would welcome the opportunity to continue this exchange and to support the Commission in 
ensuring that the Strategy reflects the Union’s ambition for a modern, science-based and future-
oriented livestock sector. 

Yours sincerely, 

Niels Fuglsang MEP 
 President 
 Intergroup on the Welfare and Conservation of Animals 

Tilly Metz MEP 
 Honorary President 
 Intergroup on the Welfare and Conservation of Animals 

 


